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Name: Grade 2, Unit 10, Lesson 114

Andre uses a ruler to measure the length of 3 paper clips, as shown below.

41112

To find their total length, Andre counts the marks on the ruler, starting at 
the mark above the digit “9.” He counts 13 marks, so Andre says the total 
length of the paper clips is 13 centimeters.

a. Is Andre correct? Explain if you agree or disagree with his strategy.

 Andre is incorrect. Rulers measure length or the shortest distance 
between 2 points. He can find the correct length by counting 
1-centimeter lengths – the distance between 2 adjacent marks.

 Since each paper clip has a length of 4 centimeters, the total length 
of 3 paper clips is not 13 centimeters, it is 12 centimeters.

b. Find the total length of the paper clips without counting. Show your 
thinking by writing and solving a subtraction or addition equation.

 The total length of the paper clips is the distance between the marks at 
9 centimeters and 21 centimeters. Find the distance by subtracting.
21 centimeters – 9 centimeters  =  12 centimeters

 Another way to find the distance is to add.
9 centimeters + 12 centimeters  =  21 centimeters
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