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Name: Grade 5, Unit 3, Lesson 42
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A 5th grade class is getting ready for decimals by adding decimal fractions. 
Jake adds two mixed numbers and shows his work below.

After checking his work, Jake realizes he made a mistake. Explain what 
common mistake Jake made.

Jake adds 8/100 and 3/10 by adding the numerators and then adding the 
denominators. Since the denominators are the units, they should not be 
added. 8 hundredths plus 3 tenths does not equal “11 one hundred tenths.” 

Show how Jake can fix his mistake.

To add correctly, Jake needs to first make the denominators the same. 
100 is a multiple of 10, so it is a common denominator. Since 3/10 = 30/100, 
he can add 8/100 + 30/100 = 38/100.

The correct answer is the mixed number:
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