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Name: Grade 5, Unit 7, Lesson 105

To multiply, Flo and Joe break decimals into a whole number part and a 
decimal part. Both use a partial products strategy to find the total product.
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a. Show how Flo can use an area model to multiply 5.8 x 7.6.

b. Show how Joe can use number bonds to multiply 5.8 x 7.6.

c. What are both Flo and Joe doing to make multiplying easier? What 
property of multiplication are they using? Explain your thinking.

 Instead of multiplying 5.8 and 7.6 in 1 step, they break 5.8 into 5 and 
.8, and 7.6 into 7 and .6. Flo finds and adds the 4 partial areas to get 
the total area. Joe finds and adds the 4 partial products to get the total 
product. Both apply the distributive property to make multiplying easier.
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